


and should not have to purchase water that does not go through 
the same stringent testing as tap water in public places. Municipal 
governments also shouldn’t use public funds to purchase bottled 
water for municipal staff or public functions.

They say: Bottled water contains less plastic than other 
products.

We say: It is clear that bottled water is harmful to the environ-
ment. According to the Earth Policy Institute, manufacturing the 
29 billion plastic bottles used for water in the United States each 
year requires the equivalent of more than 17 million barrels of 
crude oil.  Unlike tap water, bottled water is not produced locally, 
so energy is needed to pump, process, transport, and refrigerate 
the products. In the United States, the Pacific Institute estimates 
the annual fossil fuel footprint of bottled water consumption to be 
the equivalent of 50 million barrels of oil – enough to run 3 million 
cars for one year. Canada also imports a portion of the bottled 
water it consumes from other countries. According to Agriculture 
and Agri-food Canada, Canadian imports of bottled water in-
creased from $25.6 million in 1996 to $75 million in 2007. Drinking 
tap water is the only sure way to protect the environment.

They say: Ninety-seven per cent of Canadians have ac-
cess to recycling programs.

We say: Anyone concerned with the environment knows that 
reducing and reusing are far more important than recycling. 
Bottled water bans are the outcome of a growing movement of 
people who are refusing to buy plastic packaging in the first place. 
Secondly, having access to recycling and actually recycling are 
not the same thing. According to a 2008 Toronto Sun article, “as 
few as 50 per cent of the water bottles Torontonians consume 
everyday are actually being recycled. That means as many as 65 
million empty plastic water bottles per year end up as garbage in 
a landfill waste site.” While statistics vary from community to com-
munity, rejecting bottled water is the only way to truly eliminate 
impacts on our landfills and the environment.

They say: Why focus on bottled water instead of soft 
drinks, juice and other beverages?

We say: The issue isn’t simply about packaging. Banning the 
sale and purchase of bottled water in public facilities is a way to 

reclaim the water commons. By challenging the bottled water in-
dustry, we are resisting the corporate takeover of a shared public 
resource. The Council of Canadians has focused its efforts on 
fighting for a national water policy that would improve the public 
system and ensure clean drinking water standards for all com-
munities across the country. Water is a human right and should be 
guaranteed to all people regardless of their ability to pay.

Take action!
Join the fight against bottled water. Visit www.canadians.org or 
call us at 1-800-387-7177 to find out how you can get a bottled 
water ban in your municipality or at your school board.

Join the Council of Canadians 
The strength of the Council is in its membership. The Council 
does not accept funding from corporations or from governments, 
so membership donations are vital to our activities. We work with 
community groups, seniors, students, unions and other organiza-
tions across the country to promote progressive policies on public 
health care, fair trade, secure energy, clean water and other 
issues of social and economic concern to Canadians. Visit www.
canadians.org or call us at 1-800-387-7177 to become a member 
today.

For more information about how to protect Canada’s water, visit www.canadians.org or call 
us at 1-800-387-7177


