


tling plants are inspected on average only once every three years,
according to the Polaris Institute, an Ottawa-based research
organization. Tap water regulation, on the other hand, is far more
stringent. Municipal tap water is tested continuously — both during
and after treatment.

5. Water is a human right.

Around the world, there is a growing citizens” movement working
to establish a global “right to water,” affirming that water is an es-
sential and irreplaceable resource for people’s health and for our
planet as a whole. The Canadian government has been blocking
recognition of the human right to water — an issue that affects
billions of people who live without access to safe, clean water.
Canada first took this position in 2002 in a vote at the Human
Rights Commission. In March, our country confirmed its stance
at the new Human Rights Council by leading the efforts to gut a
resolution on the right to water. Water is a human right and should
be guaranteed to all people regardless of their ability to pay.

The bottled water industry has worked hard to undermine our faith
in public water. Canada has one of the best public drinking water
systems in the world. The Council of Canadians has focused its
efforts on fighting for a National Water Policy that would improve
the public system, enshrine the human right to water in legislation,
and ensure clean drinking water standards for all communities
across the country.

Take action!

Join the fight against bottled water. Visit www.canadians.org to
find out how you can get a bottled water ban in your municipality
or at your school board. For more information about the cam-
paign, contact the Council of Canadians National Water Cam-
paigner Meera Karunananthan at 613-233-4487, ext 234, or by
e-mail at meera@canadians.org.
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Inside the bottle campaign: www.insidethebottle.org
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Join the Council of Canadians

The strength of the Council is in its membership. The Council
does not accept funding from corporations or from governments,
so membership donations are vital to our activities. We work
with community groups, seniors, students, unions and other
organizations across the country to promote progressive policies
on public health care, fair trade, secure energy, clean water and
other issues of social and economic concern to Canadians. Visit
www.canadians.org or call us at 1-800-387-7177 to become a
member today.

For more information about how to protect Canada’s water, visit www.canadians.org or call us
at 1-800-387-7177



