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In August, Whistler lost one of its most 
dedicated and outspoken residents. 
Never one to shy away from controversy, 
Betty McWhinnie was political for most 
of her 87 years, fighting for one issue or 
another. 

Those who knew Betty admired her 
skilled ability to embrace controversy 
and fight for social justice. As a public 
speaker, she was feisty, and as a citizen, 
she was most passionate about preserv-
ing universal health care because she 
knew first-hand the perils of growing up 
in pre-Medicare Canada.

A mother of five, Betty was an ESL and 
commercial studies teacher at Toronto’s 
George Brown College for 24 years. 
She also taught in Shanghai where she 
acquired a new respect for human rights. 

I first met Betty in January 2006, and 
we became instant friends and rabble-

rousers, despite our 50-year age gap. 
Together we co-founded the Whistler 
chapter of the Council of Canadians, 
and began a six-month-long campaign 
to fight the public-private partnership 
(P3) proposed for the sewage treatment 

plant upgrade in Whistler. Betty was a 
frequent letter writer and was a familiar 
face at rallies focused on water issues, 
privatized health care and the 2010 
Winter Olympics. 

Betty McWhinnie was an active mem-
ber of Whistler’s community for over 
two decades. She was involved with the 
Mature Action Committee (MAC), the 
Whistler Library board, and emergency 
and community social services societ-
ies. In 2005, she won a Super Trustee 
Award from the British Columbia Library 
Trustees’ Association, and in 2006 she 
was honoured with the Whistler Citizen 
of the Year Award.

Betty is survived by her children Heidi, 
Marc, David and Leslie and their respec-
tive families and 10 grandchildren. 

Whistler is a better place because Betty 
chose to live here. We will miss you dearly!

Pina Belperio, friend and fellow activist
Whistler, BC Chapter

by Meera Karunananthan

Bulk Water Export 
Bill Has Leaks

Although it has raised the ire of right-
wing groups, such as the Fraser Institute, 
that continue to insist Canada should 
keep the door open to bulk water 
exports, new legislation introduced by 
the Harper government last spring actu-
ally offers very little protection against 
the threat of bulk water exports. 

Bill C-26, an Act to amend the 
International Boundary Waters Treaty Act 
and the International Rivers Improvement 
Act, was introduced by Foreign Affairs 
Minister Lawrence Cannon in May 2010. 
While the government claims the legisla-
tion will strengthen the acts, the bill actu-
ally weakens important elements. 

For example, it narrows the definition of 

bulk water removals to exclude the use of 
water in manufactured products, (and these 
include beverages). It also defines “bulk 
removals” as 50,000 litres or more – a ran-
dom figure that doesn’t take into consider-
ation impacts on local watersheds. 

Most importantly, Bill C-26 does not 
apply to waters that are not boundary or 
treaty waters, which represent more than 
80 per cent of Canada’s surface water 
resources. As a result it will not address 
many of the recent proposals to export 
water from the north, such as the propos-
al by the Winnipeg-based corporate lobby 
group the Frontier Centre to build a pipe-
line from northern Manitoba to Texas.

Finally, the bill does not take into account 
the need to exclude water from the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 
The agreement would trump federal legis-
lation if a province chose to export water 
to the United States. NAFTA would not 
allow the restrictions on exports proposed 
by the bill. The threats of NAFTA have 
been recognized by all opposition parties, 

and led to a parliamentary motion in June 
2007 calling on the federal government to 
initiate talks with other NAFTA parties to 
exclude water from the trade agreement. 
To date, the Conservative government has 
ignored the approved motion and no talks 
have been held.

It is clear that a real ban on bulk water 
exports needs to be part of a more com-
prehensive National Water Policy which 
prevents commercial interests from pre-
vailing over the public interest and envi-
ronmental needs. 

While the Council of Canadians is pleased 
to see the federal government raise the 
issue, Bill C-26 really isn’t the ban on 
bulk water exports that the media and 
groups like the Fraser Institute have 
made it out to be. 

When the House of Commons votes on 
Bill C-26 this fall, the Council of Canadians 
is calling on opposition parties to highlight 
its flaws and call for stronger legislation. 
Canada needs a full federal ban on bulk 
water exports that is part of a National 
Water Policy, excludes water from NAFTA, 
and recognizes water as a public trust. 

Meera Karunananthan is the National Water 
Campaigner for the Council of Canadians.
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