Olympics

Should Stand for More

by Garry John and
Maude Barlow

The Olympic ideal of friendly
international competition between
athletes who excel in their respec-
tive sports is a positive goal. We
understand and appreciate the
pleasure and enjoyment so many
around the world share in the
spectacle and achievements of

the Olympic Games.

However, with less than half a year until
the Games begin, we are gravely con-
cerned by the increasing evidence that
these worthy aspects are being over-
whelmed, if not totally supplanted, by
an “Olympic industry” focused on real
estate development and massive corpo-
rate marketing opportunities. One that is
founded and based in undemocratic and
unaccountable national and international
structures, and implicated in numer-

ous corruption scandals that undermine
everything a truly noble Olympic move-
ment should stand for.

The February 2010 Olympic Games,
which will be held in Vancouver and
Whistler, B.C., will leave a negative leg-
acy that is contrary to the goals set for-
ward during the application and approval
process to host the games. There is now
no doubt that the Vancouver Organizing
Committee (VANOC) and its affiliated
partners will fail to meet their commit-
ments with regard to the environment,
social programs and fiscal accountability.

The 2010 Games are being held on unced-
ed Indigenous territories and are provid-
ing mining, resort, real estate and energy
developers with opportunities to continue
expansion of projects on Indigenous ter-
ritories throughout the province.

The heightened security presence has
jeopardized civil liberties, especially for
those who have expressed any form of
critique of the Games. The security budget
has ballooned to $1 billion, and security
officials have targeted “protest groups” as
the most significant threat to the

Games. More than 4,500 Canadian mili-
tary troops will be deployed to the 2010
Vancouver Olympics - double the number
of troops Canada has in Afghanistan.
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Federal Privacy Commissioner Jennifer
Stoddart and the British Columbia Civil
Liberties Association have raised serious
concerns about the threat to fundamental
rights to privacy and protest arising from
the installation of new surveillance and
security measures. Almost a year before
the start of the Games surveillance cam-
eras are being installed in Whistler and
Vancouver and, according to several cred-
ible reports, harassment of protesters has
begun. As with Beijing 2008, there are
plans to suppress legitimate dissent; this
will include restricting demonstrators to
areas far away from venues, visitors and
the media.

We are especially concerned that the
2010 Olympics are providing a prime
“green-washing” opportunity for corpora-
tions. Here are some examples:

® Coca-Cola, a Worldwide Olympic
Partner and sponsor of the Torch Relay,
is known for depleting groundwater in
areas of India and Latin America with
scarce water resources. Coca-Cola is a
leading promoter of water commodifi-
cation and is one of the largest produc-
ers of bottled water in the world.

® EPCOR, an official supplier for the
Games, has been privatizing water utili-
ties in municipalities across the coun-
try, including in B.C. EPCOR bid on the
privatization of waste water treatment
in Whistler in 2006. The bid was suc-
cessfully blocked by community mem-
bers and members of the Council’s
Whistler chapter.

General Electric, another Worldwide
Olympic Partner, is a major financier of
private power projects in B.C. - includ-
ing the enormous Bute Inlet proposal -
through its subsidiary Plutonic Power.

¢ The Royal Bank of Canada and Petro
Canada, both National Partners for the
2010 Games, are directly involved in
the Alberta tar sands, one of the most
environmentally destructive projects in
the world.

® Dow Chemical is also an Olympic
sponsor. Currently Dow is suing the
Canadian government for $2 million,
through NAFTA's Chapter 11 investor-
state dispute process, as part of a chal-
lenge to a Quebec ban on the use of
lawn pesticides.

At a time of economic crisis when feder-
al, provincial and municipal governments
should focus on public projects that cre-
ate a lasting positive social and economic
foundation, the 2010 Games appear set
to leave a legacy of social and environ-
mental devastation and massive debt
that will hobble our ability to make posi-
tive change and respond to the serious
challenges facing communities across the
province and the country.

Garry John is an Aboriginal rights activist and
a member of the Council of Canadians' Board
of Directors. Maude Barlow is the National
Chairperson of the Council of Canadians.

TAKE ACTION!

Organizers have called for a con-
vergence of activists from February
10-15, 2010 in Vancouver for a
conference and days of action. For
more information please visit the
following sites:

Council of Canadians:
www.canadians.org/olympics/
index.html

Blog from Whistler:
www.rabble.ca/taxonomy/term/3697

The Olympic Resistance Network:
www.olympicresistance.net

Indigenous actions and
resources: www.no2010.com
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