In the News

It has been a busy few months

as Council of Canadians chapter
members and staff pressed issues
of social and economic concern
both here in Canada and around
the world. We had unprecedented
media coverage of one of our big-
gest wins as we joined with local
activists and concerned community
members to stop a massive dump
from being built on a pristine aqui-
fer in Simcoe County, Ontario. Here
are some recent highlights:

CONTENTIOUS LANDFILL

PUT ON HOLD

Environmental activists won a significant
victory in the 25-year battle over the con-
struction of a contentious garbage dump
in Simcoe County yesterday after the
county council voted to impose a one-
year moratorium on the development of
Site 41.

Maude Barlow, the UN’s senior adviser
on water issues and president of the
Council of Canadians, was one of the
most vocal critics of Site 41 and called
yesterday’s victory a turning point in the
movement to protect water.

“Because this was such an intense fight
being watched all over the country,

I think you’re going to see the same
debate start happening everywhere.

The shift is going to be from councillors
searching for the least contentious place
to put a dump to saying how can we
have no more dump sites? How can we
protect the water?” Ms. Barlow said.

Reprinted with permission, The Globe
And Mail, August 26, 2009.

COLONMBIANS BUILD SUPPORT
FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL
REFERENDUM FOR WATER
International water rights advocates
attending the forum in Bogota offered
strong support for the reform process,
and criticized the government’s effort
to derail it. Two hundred organizations
from 35 countries signed onto a letter
of support. Anil Naidoo of the Council
of Canadians, speaking at the Forum in
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Meera Karunananthan, national water campaigner for the Council of Canadians, speaks
to reporters outside the Simcoe County council meeting following a decision to place a
one-year moratorium on construction of Dump Site 41. Simcoe County council recently

decided to abandon the project entirely.

Bogota said, “Passing this referendum
would put Colombia at the forefront

of the movement for democracy and

the human right to water.” Referring to
constitutional reforms recently enacted
in Uruguay, Ecuador and Bolivia, all pro-
pelled by the popular movement for the
right to water, Naidoo said, “Suppressing
it would make Colombia the first country
to block this movement for democracy.
When the government does not support
the will of the people, its legitimacy must
be questioned.”

Reprinted with permission of Upside
Down World, June 1, 2009

THREE AMIGOS MEET

IN MEXICO

In the past, the summits have drawn loud
criticism and large protest gatherings.
Stuart Trew, a trade and labour activ-

ist travelling to Mexico representing the
Council of Canadians, holds some hope
for a new direction and more transpar-
ency now that Obama is at the table.

But so far, he has seen few concrete
signs the voices of average citizens
won’t continue to be drowned out by
those of big business. Since 2005, the
“closed-door” leaders’ meetings have
yielded harmonized regulations that
have weakened Canada’s standards for
civil liberties, labour and environmen-
tal protection.

“Drop the Security and Prosperity
Partnership. Let it die in Guadalajara

and commit to renegotiating NAFTA
because we don’t see it as being as
beneficial to the majority of North
Americans as it has been for large cor-
porations,” he said.

Reprinted with permission of the
Edmonton Sun, August 9, 2009

RALLY CALLS FOR

PERU PULLOUT

About 20 protesters gathered outside

the offices of Petrolifera Petroleum Ltd.
in Calgary Friday afternoon, calling for a
stop to the company’s activities in Peru
after recent violence in that country over
land development.

But a company executive said the fatal
clashes there are unrelated to Petrolifera’s
lands, while citing a strong record of
working with indigenous people.

Rainforest Action Network and the
Council of Canadians staged a “die-in” on
the sidewalk Friday to raise awareness of
the deaths of more than 50 indigenous
protesters in Bagua, Peru, after clashes
with police last week.

Eriel Deranger, spokeswoman for

the rally, said the group was target-

ing Petrolifera, a Calgary-based junior,
because it was recently granted explora-
tion permits in the region where they say
indigenous groups have not been con-
sulted about the development.

Reprinted with permission of the Calgary
Herald, June 13, 20009.
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