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It is ironic that Homo sapiens, we big-brained and clever species, can trace almost every tragedy 
and failing to one generic cause: a failure of imagination. We seem to be an idiot savant species 
– stunningly clever at so many things, capable of greatness, creativity and sacrifice for others, 
melding genius and love when we are at our best, and greed and hate at our worst. But whether 
it is the individual who fails to imagine the consequences of punching someone in a bar or a 
whole society which fails (like California) to imagine the consequences of starving itself of the 
revenue needed to function, observers from another world could easily conclude that we are 
terminally stupid. Or, as John Ralston Saul put it, unconscious as a civilization. 

From Crisis 
  Comes Hope
by Murray Dobbin

Those individuals and organizations who 
have fought off the madness and ruin 
of neo-liberal policies for more than 20 
years are now presented with the best 
possible time to present a vision of what 
is possible. Globalization is effectively 
dead: what characterized the world 
for the past 30 years, the suicidal poli-
cies of what was called the Washington 
Consensus, will never return, at least not 
in its old form. The climate crisis, the 
damage done to the real economies of 
the global North, the arrival of peak oil, 
the inevitable return of protectionism  
and state intervention mean that we 
have left that era behind. 

Not only has financial capitalism and 
its corruption and ersatz wealth been 
exposed. The Chicago boys, the intel-
lectual storm troopers in the free-market 
think tanks and editorial writers of Asper 
media are facing an ideological crisis. 
The whole edifice stands exposed as a 
pack of lies and deceptions created for 
the sole purpose of enriching the already 
wealthy. “There is no alternative.” Really? 
There bloody well better be or we are all 
doomed. “Government is the problem, 
not the solution.” Really? The banks 
and the CEOs of the transnationals who 
revelled in this slogan would now dis-
agree. And what about the cause of the 




