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FIVE REASONS NOT TO COMMODIFY CANADIAN WATER

WORLD WATER DAY

The Canadian government’s record is 
no better. At both the 2nd World Water 
Forum at The Hague in 2000 and the 
3rd World Water Forum in Kyoto in 
2003, Canada refused to declare water 
as a human right. And in 2002, Canada 
was the only country to vote against a 
resolution by the UN Committee on 
Human Rights to appoint a Special 
Rapporteur to promote the right to 

water, stating, “Canada does not accept 
that there is a right to drinking water 
and sanitation.”

CITIZENS’ ALTERNATIVES
For months now, an international com-
munity of organizations, including the 
Council of Canadians’ Blue Planet 
Project, has been meeting to coordinate 

an alternative forum parallel to the one 
being held by the World Water Council. 
Activists and organizations from around 
the world will meet in Mexico City from 
March 16 to 22, to take part in a free 
citizens’ water forum focused on pro-
moting a global campaign for the right 
to water. The goal is to explore alterna-
tives to privatization and to continue 
building momentum for an international 
treaty that guarantees the right to water. 

In Canada, activists will be planning local 
events to put water on the agenda of the 
new federal government. March 22nd 
is World Water Day – a perfect oppor-
tunity to draw attention to a growing 
water crisis, and reinforce the principle 
that water is a human right that should 
remain exclusively in the public domain.

HERE ARE FIVE REASONS WHY CANADA SHOULD TURN OFF
THE TAPS ON COMMODIFICATION AND BULK WATER EXPORTS:
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