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Happy summertime wishes to all of our chapter
activists. Hopefully you are taking a welcome
break over the next couple of months and

resting up for what will no doubt prove to be another
busy fall.

Some of our chapters were busy right up until July
hosting the “Making the Links” tour with Maude Barlow
and Tony Clarke. Chapters in Victoria, Vancouver,

Kamloops, Kelowna, the Sunshine Coast, Calgary,

Regina, Winnipeg, London, Toronto, London and
Saint John held public forums for the tour. These forums
raised citizen awareness on the connection between
upcoming meetings of the WTO in Mexico this September
and the FTAA meetings in Miami this November. As part
of the tour Maude and Tony participated in strategy
sessions held by community groups in these communities
as well as in Edmonton and Halifax, where participants
shared ideas for actions this fall. 

Regional meetings were held in British Columbia, the
Maritimes and Ontario in late spring and early summer.
Chapter activists gathered to discuss Council policies and
campaign strategies and share the work that they have
been doing in their communities. Thank you to the
Vancouver, Truro and Peterborough chapters, who
played host to the meetings. The Prairies Regional meeting
will be held this coming October in Moose Jaw. 

Many thanks to chapter contacts Gail McCormack
(Guelph), Leigh Thomson (Northumberland), Norman
Beach (Swift Current), Betty McClurg (Surrey-Langley-
White Rock), Kate MacMillan (Peel Region) and Rob
Altemeyer (Winnipeg), who have recently retired as
chapter contacts in their communities.

Don Hepburn, who has been the Red Deer chapter
contact for over six years, was named Citizen of the Year
by the Red Deer Rotary Club in May. He was also the
recipient of Rotary’s highest award and named a Paul

Harris Fellow. Don’s commitment to intentional citizen-
ship reaches into many aspects of community life, and we
are very proud that he has been recognized for his impor-
tant work and commitment to social justice. 

There have been some changes to the Organizing
Team over the past few months. Claudia-Medina Culos
was hired as BC Regional Organizer, while Tara Scurr,
who had a baby girl on May 26, is on a year’s maternity
leave. Claudia hails from Powell River and recently
returned from working as leader of an international pro-
gram examining the impacts of NAFTA on communities
in B.C., Texas and Mexico. We are delighted to have her
as part of the Organizing Team.

Candace Hebert, who began her work with the Council
as a student intern in Ottawa, left her position as the
Maritimes Regional Office Assistant to travel in Africa.
Angela Giles has now filled the position. Thank you to
Candace for your years with the Council, and welcome to
Angela, who has most recently been working as a Youth
Mines Ambassador through Oxfam in Halifax. 

Finally, I’ll be starting a year’s maternity leave from
my position as Director of Organizing this July.
My replacement, Marilyn Box, brings with her several
years of working in the voluntary sector, including six
years as Executive Director of Big Brothers Ottawa-
Carleton. We are very pleased to have Marilyn join the
Council staff.

Victoria Gibb-Carsley is the Director of Organizing

for the Council of Canadians.

BY VICTORIA GIBB-CARSLEYChapter Update

Joan Wilhemina Spira (née
Morrison) died peacefully,
surrounded by her chil-

dren and grandchildren, on May
7, 2003, in Surrey Memorial
Hospital. Joan will be espe-
cially remembered as a woman
with integrity, not afraid to
stand up for her convictions.
Deeply committed to commu-
nity concerns, global issues and
environmental causes, she was active in many groups,
and was a founding member of the Coquitlam chapter of
the Council of Canadians. A quote from one of Joan’s last
articles, “We are ever vigilant and will not give up,” sums
up her life’s philosophy.

Tony Clarke in Vancouver on the 'Making the Links' tour.
In Memoriam: Joan Spira
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CHAPTER CONTACTS
MARITIMES
ORGANIZING OFFICE

Maritimes Regional
Organizer
Cliff White
208E-2099 Gottigen St.
Halifax, NS B3K 1P8
cwhite@canadians.org
(902) 422-7811

Maritimes Regional
Office Assistant
Angela Giles

NOVA SCOTIA

Annapolis Valley
Michaele Kustudic
(902) 542-3462

Halifax
Chris Maxwell
(902) 496-9209

Pictou County
Sharon White
(902) 351-2076

South Shore
Margery Dahn
(902) 634-3231

Strait
Brenda Cooper
(902) 625-2733

Tatamagouche
Pam Swainson
(902) 657-9251

Truro
Elizabeth Shein
(902) 897-0325

NEW BRUNSWICK

Fredericton
Gail Taylor
(506) 457-0847

Saint John
Leticia Adair
(506) 633-0398

Tantramar
Eileen Mantz
(506) 536-0273

PRINCE EDWARD
ISLAND

Charlottetown
Leo Broderick
(902) 894-4874

NEWFOUNDLAND

St. John’s
Mike Manning
(709) 895-1265

BRITISH COLUMBIA
ORGANIZING OFFICE

BC Regional
Organizer
Claudia Medina-Culos
700-207 West Hastings St.
Vacouver, BC. V6B 1H7
cmedinaculos@
canadians.org
(604)688-8846
(888)566-3888

BC Regional Office
Assistant
Ava Waxman
awaxman@canadians.org

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Bellacoola
Wayne Padgett
(250) 982-2326

Bulkley Valley
Greg Tamblyn
(250) 847-6670

Campbell River
Peter Johnson
(250) 287-3543

Comox Valley
Gwyn Frayne
(250) 338-6265

Coquitlam
Anita Van Ginkel
(604) 939-4118

Cowichan Valley
Phil Marchant
(250) 746-1902

Cranbrook
Barbara O’Neil
(250) 489-4180

Dawson Creek
Marilyn Belak
(205) 782-3222

Kamloops
Anita Strong
(250) 375-2241

Kelowna
Karen Abramsen
(250) 769-1977

Maple Ridge
Janet Amsden
(604) 467-3645

Mid-Island-Nanaimo
Bill Friesen
(250)954-2062

Mission
Patricia Cocksedge
(604) 826-5429

Nelson
Diane Taylor
(250) 352-6597

New Westminster
Peter Julian
(604) 521-2171

Pender Island
Peter Carter
(250) 629-3811

Penticton
Nancy Holmes
250-494-0439

Port Alberni
Jack Thornburgh
(250) 724-3800

Powell River
Barbara Lowe
(604) 485-4695

Quesnel
Anne Laing
(250) 992-3624

Richmond
Stan Robertshaw
(604) 278-2215

Salmon Arm
David Hagel
(250) 832-0611

Squamish
Lyle Fenton
(604) 898-5016

Sunshine Coast
Ruth Houle
(604) 886-2603

Surrey-Langley-
White Rock
Gerry Kilgannon
(604) 513-0112

Vancouver North
Shore
Cam Robinson
(604) 904-9971

Vancouver
Murray Dobbin
(604) 739-8560

Vernon
Junior Kunze
(250) 546-9463

Victoria
Freda Knott
(604) 642-5120

West Kootenay
Ann Godderis
(250) 365-5077

YUKON

Whitehorse
Todd Hardy
(867) 667-4032

ONTARIO ORGANIZING
OFFICE

Ontario Regional
Organizer
Eduardo Sousa
30 Duncan St., Ste. 200
Toronto, ON
M5V 2C3
esousa@canadians.org
(416) 979-5554
(800) 208-7156

Ontario Regional
Office Assistant
David Hermolin
dhermolin@canadians.org

ONTARIO

Brant-Haldimand-
Norfolk
Norm Walpole
(519) 443-5810

Brockville
Bobbi Jordan
(613) 342-5086

Cambridge
Laurie Soper
(519) 620-9046

Chatham-Kent
Carmen McCauley
(519) 354-4585

Guelph
Griff & Vi Morgan
(519) 824-5586

Hamilton
Richard Oddie
(905) 525-5612

Kingston
Karl Flecker
(613) 549-1853

London
John Pope
(519) 672-6675

Niagara Region
Bill Heshka
(905) 685-8183

Northumberland
Elma Parker
(905) 372-9142

Ottawa
David Creighton
(613) 728-5716

Owen Sound
Barbara Power
(519) 376-5202

Peel Region
Rosemary Keenan
(905) 457-9513

Peterborough-
Kawarthas
Roy Brady
(705) 745-2446

Thunder Bay
Wayne Fletcher
(807) 768-0199

Toronto
Sharon Ho
Jash@pathcom.com

Windsor
Doug Hayes
(519) 735-8319

QUEBEC

Montreal
Kitt Bond
(514) 932-3849

Canton de l’est
André Nault
(819) 564-3175

PRAIRIES ORGANIZING
OFFICE

Prairies Regional
Organizer
Loretta Gerlach
209-1808 Smith St
Regina, SK S4P 2N4
lgerlach@canadians.org
(306) 546-3002
(866) 223-1333

Prairies Regional
Office Assistant
Dagan Harding
dharding@canadians.org

ALBERTA

Calgary
Joan or Mel Teghtmeyer
(403) 295-8123

Red Deer
Don Hepburn
(403) 342-2245

Rimbey
Judy Lamb
(403) 843-4729

Wolf Creek
(Lacombe)
Dorothy Broadbent
(403) 783-5927

Wolf Creek (Ponoka)
Jennifer Simpson
(403) 783-6664

MANITOBA

Winnipeg
Lise Smith
(204) 254-9176

SASKATCHEWAN

Moose Jaw
Gerhard Scholten
(306) 693-0479

Prince Albert
Sandy Sherwin-Sheilds
(306) 747-3767

Regina
Julie Arie
(306) 359-0598

Saskatoon
Don Kossick
(306) 665-6185

If you would like to be

contacted by your local

chapter of The Council

of Canadians and work

on important issues

with others in your

community, call us at

1 800 387-7177.


