
Climate (of) Change:  
Working Towards Climate  
Justice and Green Jobs 

It’s the people who are least responsible for climate 
change, including Indigenous populations, people 

facing poverty, and those in the Global South, who are hardest hit by its impacts. 
These populations are the most in need of strategies to deal with impacts, but are 
also the least likely to be represented in global climate change negotiations. In 
contrast, Global North countries, which represent less than one-fifth of the world’s 
population, are responsible for almost three-quarters of all greenhouse gas emissions.

Corporate-driven globalization and free market policies that promote unsustainable 
production, consumption and trade are all root causes of out-of-control climate 
change. 

Where’s Canada?  Stuck in the tar sands

•	 The tar sands are the fastest growing source of greenhouse gas emissions 
in Canada and an important reason why we haven’t committed to a plan with 
effective hard caps on industrial emissions.

•	 Federal and many provincial 
governments are committed 
to becoming an “energy super 
power” which shackles us to an 
unsustainable export-oriented trade 
model at the expense of social and 
environmental priorities. 

•	 Despite Canada’s Kyoto pledge, 
our emissions are now 29 per cent 
above Canada’s Kyoto target!  

www.canadians.org/climatejustice     1-800-387-7177
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United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  
(UNFCC) Dec. 7-18

The goal of the 15th session of the UNFCC (referred to as COP15) is to decide the 
next steps after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. Many see COP15 as a crucial 
moment in time for enacting climate action with a new global deal. Others are 
concerned that corporations will continue to have the ear of policy makers and warn 
that solutions based on the failed free trade, corporate-led globalization model will not 
produce the results our planet needs.

Climate justice now! 

The only solution to climate change is a just solution. We need immediate national 
and international plans to transition to a low carbon future. In Canada, this must 
include committing to science-based targets for emission reductions, improving 
energy conservation and efficiency, providing the rapid expansion of public transit and 
renewable power, and creating Just 
Transition programs for workers and 
impacted communities. 

A new global deal must lead to real 
emission reductions, be fair and 
equitable, and place a greater burden 
of responsibility on the Global North.  

Take action:
Join the climate justice movement and add your voice in demanding that all 
climate action be subject to the principles of democratic accountability, ecological 
sustainability and social justice. 

Take this message to the streets of your community for the October 24 Global 
Day of Action on Climate Change. Find out more at www.350.org. For more 
information about how the Council of Canadians is participating visit  
www.canadians.org/climatejustice

Sign the KYOTOplus petition: www.canadians.org/energy/issues/kyotoplus 
Hundreds of thousands of these petitions will be delivered to the Canadian 
government in the lead up to COP15: 

www.canadians.org/climatejustice     1-800-387-7177
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